City of Republic

May 5, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

On behalf of the City of Republic, | am writing to express our dedicated support for FIX I-44: Freight,
Innovation and Safety for the Ozarks project. Federal funding for improvements to [-44 through
Springfield, Missouri will improve freight mobility, safety, economic vitality, and community connections.

Interstate 44 is a major east-west corridor that begins in Texas, traverses through Oklahoma, and
terminates on the eastern border of Missouri at St. Louis. It provides a vital freight corridor for the country
and for our metro area of nearly half a million people. The average daily traffic count within the limits of
the proposed segment is 51,000 vehicles, 41 percent of which are over-the-road freight haulers.

The FIX 1-44 project would add capacity and pedestrian connections, improve pavement condition, and
reconfigure a major interchange at Kansas Expressway/Route 13. These critical improvements will ensure
that local drivers, regional freight movement, and tourist traffic to Branson and the Ozarks can safely
coexist, while improving connectivity between the north and south sides of |-44.

The City of Republic, located next to Springfield, MO, is one of the fastest growing areas in the State of
Missouri. The I-44 project fixes a much-needed section of |-44 with other planned projects that connect
to State Highway MM in the City of Republic. State Highway MM serves as a primary route to the
Springfield-Branson National Airport as well as the Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield. The area has seen
exponential growth over the past couple of years with major national companies that rely on freight such
as Amazon, Convoy of Hope Worldwide Headquarters, McClane Company, and Magellan Midstream
Partners. We encourage you to consider the FIX I-44 project and the resulting benefits of safety,
pedestrian connectivity, reduced congestion, and improved freight mobility.

Andrew Nelson, PE
BUILDS Administrator
City of Republic, MO

Cc: David Cameron, City Administrator
Laura Burbridge, City Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO. 22-R-23

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE OZARKS TRANSPORTATION
ORGANIZATION AND MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR DISCRETIONARY GRANT
APPLICATIONS TO IMPROVE INTERSTATE 44 FROM US HIGHWAY 65 TO KANSAS EXPRESSWAY

WHEREAS, the City of Republic, Missouri, (herein called the “City” and “Republic”) is a
municipal corporation and Charter City located in Greene County, Missouri, being duly created,
organized, and existing under the laws of the State of Missouri; and

WHEREAS, the City supports the regional planning and transportation efforts of partner
agencies in working toward overall improvements for the City of Republic and its citizens; and

WHEREAS, federal dollars applied to local priorities in any location, even if outside of the
City, provides for more projects to be funded within the City and other surrounding areas; and

WHEREAS, THE Missouri Department of Transportation (“MODOT”) and the Ozarks
Transportation Organization (“OTO”) are working diligently to secure federal funds to be used for
repairs and improvements to Interstate-44 from US Highway 65 to Kansas Expressway, in order to
ensure adequate safety and capacity; and

WHEREAS, despite that this portion of roadway is not located within the City, it is a crucial
element of the overall infrastructure of the entire region, which includes the City, and will result in
continued residential and commercial improvements and developments in the City; and

WHEREAS, the City believes that support of the OTO and MODOT in its efforts to secure
federal funding for improving this portion of Interstate-44 is in the best interests of the City as it wiil
both directly and indirectly contribute to the continued growth and development of the City for
citizens and guests alike.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF REPUBLIC, MISSOURI,
AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That the City Council of the City of Republic is formally in support of the efforts
being made by the Ozarks Transportation Organization and the Missouri
Department of Transportation to allow discretionary grant applications for the
purpose of obtaining federal funding toward repairs and improvements to
Interstate-44 and other local priorities.

Section 2. The City Administrator, and/or designee(s), on behalf of the City, is authorized to take
the necessary steps to implement this Resolution.

Section 3. The WHEREAS clauses are hereby specifically incorporated herein by reference.

Section 4.  This Resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage as provided
by law.

RESOLUTION NO. 22-R-23



RESOLUTION NO. 22-R-23

PASSED AND APPROVED at a regular meeting of the City Council efthe City of Republic, Missouri,

this 3rd day of May, 2022. /)/] W
¥

Matt Russell, Mayor7

Attest:

Laufa Burbridge, City Cler

Approved as to Form:

Megan McCullough, City Attorney

Final Passage and Vote: The vote was 7 Aye-Deichman, Franklin, Gerke, Mitchell, Pool, Updike, and
Wilson. 0 Nay. Motion Carried.
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