








 
 
April 7, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
  
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
On behalf of the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce and our nearly 1500 member businesses, I am 
writing to express support for Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity for consideration under the 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary Grant Program.  
 
The Springfield region is on a trajectory of growth, and the City of Republic is one of the fastest growing 
communities in our state. The Highway MM Corridor of Opportunity Project  
aims to enhance safety, provide for alternative modes of transportation, and add capacity to a rural 
route that is rapidly becoming a regional economic hub. The improvements will deliver the ability to 
manage the growing truck and commuter traffic along the corridor that connects Interstate 44 to 
multiple other major highways including US Highway 60. 
 
The project will address safety considerations by closing two at-grade railroad crossings, building a new 
road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, providing a trail for bicycle and pedestrians, 
and turning a two-lane planned arterial into a five-lane corridor.  

Transportation infrastructure is always a top priority of the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce and 
the regional business community.  We believe it is a pillar of economic growth and prosperity.  
 
We appreciate your consideration and look forward to an improved transportation network. This 
investment will allow the region to continue to grow in a safe, strategic manner to bring connectivity 
and opportunity to residents and businesses and to serve as a catalyst for continued growth.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Matt Morrow 
President 
Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
PO Box 1687 
Springfield, MO 65801 



 

 

 



 
 
25 March 2022 
 
The Honorable Peter Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
The Ozarks Clean Air Alliance, a 15-county member organization formed in 2008 and charged with 
improving air quality and managing local participation in the Ozone and PM Advance programs, is 
pleased to support the Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity project.  This project works to ease 
congestion in a rapidly growing area.  It provides bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, as well as creates 
an opportunity for EV charging in an area with little access.  These are all initiatives that work towards 
cleaner air in southwest Missouri.   
 
Since OCAA’s formation in 2008, significant improvements have been made in the region’s air quality.  
The natural beauty of the Ozarks further highlights why it is imperative to maintain these improvements.  
The trails, rivers, and lakes in the region promote community health, quality of life, and serve as an 
important economic engine in attracting visitors and new businesses. 
 
OCAA supports projects that decrease idling, provide alternative modes of transportation, and reduce 
tail pipe emissions that lead to the formation of Ozone and produce greenhouse gases.  The Highway 
MM: Corridor of Opportunity project accomplishes this while supporting a growing and economically 
vital portion of the region.  
 
We appreciate your consideration of the Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity project and look forward 
to the continued efforts to preserve air quality in the Ozarks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Barbara J. Lucks 
Chair 





      
 
 

March 6, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

  

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg: 

 

On behalf of Watson Metal Masters, Inc., I am writing to express our support for Highway MM: 

Corridor of Opportunity grant through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability 

and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant program. The project will increase safety and economic 

vitality along the corridor with capacity expansion and at-grade railroad crossing closures. 

 

The proposed project will provide for safer community connectivity by closing two at-grade railroad 

crossings, building a new road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, providing a trail 

for bicycle and pedestrians, and turning a two-lane planned arterial into a five-lane corridor. The 

improvement will deliver the ability to manage the growing truck and commuter traffic along the 

corridor that connects Interstate 44 to multiple other major highways including US Highway 60.  

The City of Republic is one of the fastest growing regions in the state. Highway MM serves as 

primary route to the Springfield-Branson National Airport as well as the Wilson’s Creek National 

Battlefield.  

As the area continues to develop, and especially with the new Amazon FC and Convoy of Hope DC, 

traffic has increased to a near hazardous level. Wait times to access Hwy MM have dramatically 

increased and I see the impatience’s of drivers increase, which leads to accidents. 

 

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this matter and look forward to an improved 

transportation network that will allow the region to continue to grow in a safe, planned manner to 

bring connectivity and opportunity to all residents.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Wm. A. Schahuber 

President 

Watson Metal Masters, Inc. 
 
 

PROUDLY MADE IN AMERICA 
 

YOUR TANK AND VESSEL MANUFACTURER………….WE’LL MAKE YOU SHINE 

6800 W. Stainless Way      Springfield, MO 65802 

  Phone:  417-725-5484      Fax:  417-725-0939 









April 1st, 2022 

 

 

  

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

  

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg: 

 

On behalf of Everything Kitchens, LLC, I am writing to express our support for Highway MM: 

Corridor of Opportunity grant through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 

Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant program. The project will increase safety 

and economic vitality along the corridor with capacity expansion and at-grade railroad crossing 

closures. 

 

The proposed project will provide for safer community connectivity by closing two at-grade 

railroad crossings, building a new road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, 

providing a trail for bicycle and pedestrians, and turning a two-lane planned arterial into a five-

lane corridor. The improvement will deliver the ability to manage the growing truck and 

commuter traffic along the corridor that connects Interstate 44 to multiple other major highways 

including US Highway 60.  

The City of Republic is one of the fastest growing regions in the state. Highway MM serves as 

primary route to the Springfield-Branson National Airport as well as the Wilson’s Creek 

National Battlefield.  

We have approximately 125 employees in two locations, most of which use this corridor at least 

some of the time to travel to and from work, particularly the employees who work at our 6820 

W. Kings location. With Amazon coming to the area, traffic is a bit more congested than usual. 

 

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this matter and look forward to an improved 

transportation network that will allow the region to continue to grow in a safe, planned manner to 

bring connectivity and opportunity to all residents.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 Emily Church Carlton 

 


