April 7, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg:

On behalf of Heart America Beverage, I am writing to express our support for Highway MM: Corridor of Opportunity
grant through the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) discretionary grant
program. The project will increase safety and economic vitality along the corridor with capacity expansion and at-grade
railroad crossing closures.

The proposed project will provide for safer community connectivity by closing two at-grade railroad crossings, building a
new road alignment with an overpass over the BNSF railroad, providing a trail for bicycle and pedestrians, and turning a
two-lane planned arterial into a five-lane corridor. The improvement will deliver the ability to manage the growing truck
and commuter traffic along the corridor that connects Interstate 44 to multiple other major highways including US
Highway 60.

The City of Republic is one of the fastest growing regions in the state. Highway MM serves as primary route to the
Springfield-Branson National Airport as well as the Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield.

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this matter and look forward to an improved transportation network that
will allow the region to continue to grow in a safe, planned manner to bring connectivity and opportunity to all residents.

Sincerely,
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Mindy Ferguson Hoff

President

Heart of America Beverage Company
1700 S Empire

Springfield, Missouri 65802

Office 417-883-4333

Fax 417-883-9545



