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Ozarks Transportation Organization


Bicycle Advisory Committee Meeting Notes

February 8, 2005, 

4th floor Conference Room, 840 Boonville Springfield, Missouri.

The following members were present: 

Tammy Burnett Ryan Nicholls Susie Wecker  Ken Boatright Joel Keller  Dawne Gardner  Christian Lentz David Hutchison Carol Cruise Terry Whaley  Coy Hart       Kelly Hasner  Sara Edwards  Adriana Giraldo

1. Call to order: Adriana Giraldo called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm.  Self-introductions followed.

2. Review mission and objectives: There were not comments on the mission statements and objectives proposed.  See attached document (Mission and objectives).

3. Election of a Chairman and a Vice-chairman. All present members were encouraged to volunteer for this service, two people volunteered and they were elected by unanimous consent. The Ozarks Transportation Organization bicycle advisory committee will be lead by:
· Mr. Ryan Nicholls, City of Willard. (Chairman)
· Mr. Kelly Hasner, City of Nixa. (Vice-Chairman)
OTO Staff, Sara Edwards and Adriana Giraldo, will support the committee in paper work, research and coordination of members and activities.

4. Bicycle plan work scope.  Adriana Giraldo presented the proposed Regional Bicycle Plan work scope, its phases, timeline and public input strategy. Answering some of the questions that arose from the presentation of the Bicycle Plan the following points were clarified:

· The plan will include bicycling for recreation and for commuting to work and school.

· The plan will include usage for experienced bicyclists, basic bicyclists and children.

· The plan will not directly include Rogersville or Fair Grove, since they are outside of the MPO boundaries, but it will propose routes that can be extended to these jurisdictions in the future.

· The plan will analyze connections with other modes, such us the bus routes in Springfield.

· The Regional Bicycle Plan will expand the current bicycle network system proposed by the City of Springfield. 

David Hutchison explained the planning process and main results of the City of Springfield’s Traffic Advisory Board, Bicycle/pedestrian Subcommittee. “This subcommittee set a policy for a framework for a bicycle system consisting of a primary bicycle network, secondary bike routes, an off-street system of paths and provision for bicyclists on streets not specifically addressed. The committee recommended development of a system of streets that form “arterial corridors” for bicycles.  This system is to be known as the primary bicycle network.  The primary bicycle network system is continuous across the city and spaced at one to two mile intervals. Where streets on the designated primary system are not suitable for bicycle lanes or bicycle routes, either a signed bicycle route will be provided on an alternate roadway, or, when an acceptable alternate roadway is not available, SHARE THE ROAD signing will be provided on that portion of the designated primary bicycle route.  When improvements are made on those streets or parallel streets serving the same travel corridor, bicycle lanes should be installed on any street identified as a primary bicycle route.

5. Public workshop strategy: Adriana Giraldo gave details of the proposed public workshops for public input. Considering that only a small group of the community will most probably show interest in participating in the Regional Bicycle Plan, the committee members decided to cancel these workshops, and instead, target the population to be reached for public input. 

· Surveys will be designed and distributed in the Ozarks Greenway annual meeting on February 24, the Health fair in Rogersville on February 26, bicycle club rides, bicycle club meetings, trail heads, municipalities websites, bicycle shops, and community centers.

· The purpose of the survey is to determine bicycle usage in the region and origin and destinations of the bicycle trips (demand).
· Adriana Giraldo will have a draft of the survey for February 15. The draft will be e-mailed to all the members, who are encouraged to make suggestions and recommendations as soon as possible, since it will need to be ready prior to February 24th. 

6. Other business: David Hutchinson exhibited the new design for the bicycle route sign to be used by the City of Springfield. The sign emphasizes the image of a bicyclist, instead of a bicycle how it is in the existing signs. It also shows good practices for safety, since the bicyclist has a helmet. In the right and left upper corners, the sign has the City of Springfield and the MPO logos, respectively. Mr. Hutchison asked the committee their opinion about including these logos on the sign or leaving them out. Even though the logos on the sign cannot be seen from a far distance, the members considered it important to include them, so the bicyclist and motorists know which jurisdiction they are in. Most committee members showed satisfaction with the new design for the bicycle route sign.

7. Meeting dates. The committee members agreed to schedule regular meetings every second Tuesday of the month from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. in the 4th floor Conference room, 840 Boonville Avenue in Springfield, Missouri.

Future meeting dates:

· Tuesday, March 8
· Tuesday, April 12
· Tuesday, May 10
· Tuesday, June 14
· Tuesday, July 12
8. Adjourn: Adriana Giraldo adjourned the meeting at 4:30 p.m.
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Ozarks Transportation Organization

Bicycle Advisory Committee

Mission and Objectives

Mission

The mission of the Ozarks Transportation Organization Bicycle Advisory Committee is to improve bicycling conditions for commuters, children and recreational bicyclists of the area. Working with community leaders, the OTO bicycle committee will:

· Aid in the design, development and maintenance of the Regional Transportation Plan for the OTO area, which will develop and maintain bikeways, provide bikeway connections between MPO jurisdictions, expand the current Springfield’s bike routes plan into adjacent communities and assist with the promotion of responsible bicycle use within the community.

· Urge state and local legislators to support related projects in their districts, pass pro-bicycle legislation, and ensure that bicycles are included in all transportation-related legislation.

Objectives

· To assist in the development of design standards for roadways, road signs and bicycle facilities.

· To analyze existing conditions for bicycling in the MPO area and recommend routes and facilities.

· To analyze existing bicycle policies within the MPO jurisdictions and recommend changes that support bicycling as a mode of transportation and recreation.

· To recommend high priority projects to be funded by the MPO.

· To create educational programs and materials that encourages safe cycling and the use of the existing and planned facilities in the area.

· To review regional projects that may affect the bicycle network within the area and suggest changes.

·  To provide input and feedback on the plan progress










