Ozarks Transportation Organization

Bicycle Advisory Committee Minutes

June 14, 2005, 

4th floor Conference Room, 840 Boonville Springfield, Missouri.

The following members were present: 

Ryan Nicholls, City of Willard

Kelly Hasner, City of Nixa

David Hutchison, City of Springfield

Terry Whaley, Ozark Greenways

Susie Wecker, SMSU  

Carol Cruise, City Utilities 

Joel Keller, Greene County

Coy Hart, MO Bike Fed & Springbike Bicycle Club

Jerany Jackson, Springfield Greene County Park Board 

Sara Edwards, Ozarks Transportation Organization

Davonna Morgan, Ozarks Transportation Organization

Adriana Giraldo, Ozarks Transportation Organization

1. Call to order: Ryan Nicholls called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm.

2. Approval of April 12th meeting minutes: Mr. Nicholls asked if there were any corrections, additions or changes to be made to the minutes.  Hearing none, Carol Cruise moved for approval of the minutes, and Coy Hart seconded the motion.  Mr. Nicholls called the question and the minutes were approved unanimously

3. Approval of meeting agenda. Mr. Nicholls asked if there were any corrections, additions or changes to be made to the agenda.  Hearing none, Coy Hart moved for approval of the agenda.  Mr. Nicholls called the question and the agenda was approved unanimously

4. Report on Bicycle Surveys. Adriana Giraldo presented the report and maps of the OTO bicycle survey 2005.  There were no comments or questions on this topic.

5. Update and Discussion on the bicycle plan preliminary draft.  Jerany Jackson and Terry Whaley presented the summary and preliminary results of the planning process. The plan intends to extend the existing Vision 20/20 Linear Park Trails (Greenways) and on streets connections to the jurisdictions that have become part of the MPO after the census 2000: Republic, Battlefield, Willard, Strafford, Ozark, Nixa and Christian County. This plan draft have also included contiguous jurisdictions that do not belong to the MPO in the present, but that may be part of in a near future such as Ash Grove, Walnut Grove, Fair Grove, Rogersville in Greene County. The plan gives general recommendations and then discusses individual suggestions that apply to each jurisdiction. The plan focuses on bicycling as a mode of transportation, but it also recommends the development of bicycle-based tourism for the area. The plan draft document and maps were distributed to each committee member for review and comments to be discussed in an open meeting at the Park Planning office on June 28 from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

David Hutchison recommended that the plan show the Bicycle plans developed by some of the communities such as Springfield. He also pointed out the lack of connection between Republic and Willard. 

There was a discussion about the importance to include Safe routes to School program in the plan and make recommendations to choose better location for schools, not only based on land price.

Mrs. Jackson and Mr. Whaley encouraged Carol Cruise from City Utilities to write the section of the plan about the connection between transit and bicycling. Mrs. Cruise accepted this task. 

7. Other Business. 

· Adriana distributed the Springfield Area Favorite Bicycle Rides Map that was developed in conjunction with Springbike Bicycle Club to promote recreational and tourist bike routes within the MPO area.

· The City of Springfield was honored by the League of American Bicyclists with the Bicycle Friendly Community Honorific Mention for the efforts in planning for bicycling. Reviewers were most impressed with the current bicycle facilities plan, the improvements in the Safe Routes to School program and the development of Greenways such as the Frisco Highline Trail.

· Ms. Giraldo informed that there were two bicycle/pedestrian related accidents in Springfield in the morning. The first case happened on west Mount Vernon St. when a driver hit two boys that were walking to school. The second case occurred on the corner of Campbell and Portland when a driver hit a bicyclist that happened to be one of the members of this committee. There were not major injuries from the accidents, but in both cases the drivers hit and run. Coy Hart advised that the Safe Routes to School Committee visit the school were the two kids were going to and introduce the program to them. 

· Carol cruise informed that City Utilities is participating in a National Competition for transit systems. This competition is being supported by the manufacturer of bike racks for buses and it consists on the system with the major # of Bike riders/#bus riders for one year period. Mrs. Cruise said that the count for May was 1,758 bikes on CU buses and from June 1st to June 10 there has been 810. Mrs. Cruise also informed that one of the routes of the CU bus system has been modified two times a day to take 25 – 30 students to a school in North Springfield.

8. Next Meeting. Tuesday July 12th, 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. in the 4th floor Conference room, 840 Boonville Avenue in Springfield, Missouri.

9. Adjourn: Carol Cruise made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Nicholls adjourned the meeting at 4:35 p.m.










