


 
OZARKS TRANSPORTATION ORGANIZATION 

A METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
 

Board of Directors Meeting  
Agenda 

October 17, 2013 
OTO Conference Room 

205 Park Central Square, Suite 212 
   
Call to Order .............................................................................................................................. NOON 

 
I. Administration 
 

A. Introductions 
 

B. Approval of Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 
(2 minutes/Viebrock) 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA 
 

C. Approval of the August 15, 2013 Meeting Minutes .................................................... Tab 1 
(2 minutes/Viebrock) 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 15, 2013 MINUTES 
 

D. Public Comment Period 
(5 minutes/Viebrock) 
Individuals requesting to speak are asked to state their name and organization (if any) that 
they represent before making comments.  Individuals and organizations have up to five 
minutes to address the Board of Directors. 
 

E. Executive Director’s Report 
(5 minutes/Fields) 
Sara Fields will provide a review of the OTO staff activities since the last Board of Directors 
meeting.   
 

F. Legislative Reports 
(5 minutes/Viebrock) 
Representatives from the OTO area congressional delegation will have an opportunity to 
give updates on current items of interest.  
 

II. New Business 
 

A. OTO Bylaw Amendment ............................................................................................ Tab 2 
(3 minutes/Longpine) 
Staff will present a proposed bylaw amendment to the bicycle and pedestrian committee 
membership section.  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED TO APPROVE THE BYLAW AMENDMENT  



 

B. Independent Financial Audit Report for FY 2012-2013 ................................................ Tab 3 
(5 minutes/Krischke) 
Jim Krischke, OTO Treasurer will provide an overview of the FY 2012-2013 Independent 
Financial Audit Report. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED TO ACCEPT THE FY 2012-2013 INDEPENDENT 
FINANCIAL AUDIT REPORT 
 

C. OTO FY 2014 Operational Budget Amendment .......................................................... Tab 4 
(10 minutes/Parks) 
A budget amendment is proposed which includes the adoption of an operational budget in 
lieu of the approved work program budget. This amendment will allow for the audit of the 
operational budget which only includes OTO expenses.  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED TO APPROVE THE FY 2013-2014 OPERATIONAL 
BUDGET AS AMENDED 
 

D. Federal Transportation Planning Certification Review ................................................ Tab 5 
(10 minutes/Fields) 
A federal transportation planning certification review was conducted in June and the report 
is attached for Board Member review. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ONLY - NO ACTION REQUIRED 
 

E. Cost of Living Adjustment Request ............................................................................ Tab 6 
(5 minutes/Fields) 
A cost of living adjustment is proposed at 1.7%. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED TO APPROVE A 1.7% COST OF LIVING 
ADJUSTMENT 

 
III. Other Business 

 
A. Board of Directors Member Announcements 

(5 minutes/Board of Directors Members)  
Members are encouraged to announce transportation events being scheduled that may be 
of interest to OTO Board of Directors members. 

 
B. Transportation Issues For Board of Directors Member Review  

(5 minutes/Board of Directors Members)  
Members are encouraged to raise transportation issues or concerns that they have for 
future agenda items or later in-depth discussion by the OTO Board of Directors. 
 

C. Articles for Board of Directors Member Information .................................................. Tab 7 
(Articles attached) 

 
IV. Adjourn. A motion is requested to adjourn the meeting. 

 



 

Targeted for 1:00 P.M.  The next Board of Directors regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
December 19, 2013 at 12:00 P.M. in OTO Offices at 205 Park Central East, Suite 212. 

 
Attachments 
 
Pc: Jim Anderson, President, Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
 Ken McClure, Missouri State University 
 Stacy Burks, Senator Blunt’s Office 
 Dan Wadlington, Senator Blunt’s Office 
 David Rauch, Senator McCaskill’s Office 

Jered Taylor, Congressman Long’s Office 
 Area News Media 
 
Si usted necesita la ayuda de un traductor del idioma español, por favor comuníquese con la Debbie Parks al teléfono (417) 
865-3042, cuando menos 48 horas antes de la junta. 
 
Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require interpreter 
services (free of charge) should contact Debbie Parks at (417) 865-3042 at least 24 hours ahead of the meeting. 
 
If you need relay services please call the following numbers:  711 - Nationwide relay service; 1-800-735-2966 - Missouri 
TTY service; 1-800-735-0135 - Missouri voice carry-over service. 
 
OTO fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations in all programs and 
activities.  For more information or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, see www.ozarkstransportation.org or call (417) 
865-3042. 



 

 

 

 

 

TAB 1 

  



MEETING MINUTES AGENDA 10/17/2013; ITEM I.C. 
 
Attached for Board of Directors member review are the minutes from the August 15, 2013 Board of 
Directors meeting.  Please review these minutes prior to the meeting and note any changes that 
need to be made.  The Chair will ask during the meeting if any Board of Directors member has any 
amendments to the attached minutes. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED:  
 
To make any necessary corrections to the minutes and then approve the minutes for public review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

























 

 

 

 

 

TAB 2 

  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA 10/17/2013; ITEM II.A. 
 

OTO Bylaw Amendment 
 

Ozarks Transportation Organization 
(Springfield, MO Area MPO) 

AGENDA DESCRIPTION:   
The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee has reviewed the membership guidelines in the OTO 
bylaws regarding the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee.  The Committee membership calls for 
a variety of member organizations who do not participate and therefore impact the number available 
for a quorum.  In order to maintain consistent membership and to have a quorum for the purpose of 
taking action as a Committee, BPAC has recommended the following Bylaws changes: 
 
Section 8.1:  Membership 
A. Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee  

1. Representative from the City of Willard 
2. Representative from the City of Strafford  
3. Representative from the City of Republic   
4.    Representative from the City of Nixa 
5. Representative from the City of Ozark 
6. Representative from the City of Battlefield 
7. Representative from the City of Springfield 
8. Representative from City Utilities 
9. Representative from MODOT 
10. Representative from the Springfield/Greene Co. Parks and Rec. Department 
11. Representative from Missouri State University 
12. Representative from Ozark Greenways 
13. Representative from Greene County Highway Department 
14. Representative from Christian County 
15. Representative from Missouri Bicycle Federation 
16. Representative from the Springfield/Greene Co. Health Department 
17. Citizen Representative 

Section 8.2:  Meeting Procedure 
D. A quorum shall consist of at least one half five of the voting members. 

 
BICYCLE PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
At its September 4, 2013 meeting, the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee recommended that the 
OTO Board of Directors approve the membership changes to the OTO Bylaws. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED:  
That a member of the Board of Directors makes one of the following motions: 
 
“Move to approve the bylaws amendments as presented.” 
 
OR 
 
“Move to return the proposed bylaws amendments back to the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
to consider the following…” 



 

 

 

 

 

TAB 3 

  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA 10/17/2013; ITEM II.B. 
 

Independent Financial Audit Report for 2012-2013  
 

Ozarks Transportation Organization 
(Springfield, MO Area MPO) 

AGENDA DESCRIPTION:   

Ozarks Transportation Organization requested an independent audit be conducted for the fifth year of 
operation as an independent organization. In the 2008-2009 Budget Year, the City of Springfield 
performed all the accounting functions for the OTO.  In the 2009-2010 budget year,  
OTO took over all operations of the organization including the accounting functions. Audits have been 
conducted for the 2009-2010, 2010-2011, and 2011-2012 budget years in which there were no significant 
findings.  
 
The Draft Audit for 2012-2013 budget year, which ran from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013 is included for 
Board of Directors review and acceptance. There are no findings included as part of this audit.  
 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
That a member of the Board of Directors makes one of the following motions: 
 
“Move to accept the Budget Year 2012-2013 Independent Financial Audit.” 
 
OR 
 
“Move to reject the Budget Year 2012-2013 Independent Financial Audit in consideration of the 
following…..” 









































 

 

 

 

 

TAB 4 

  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA 10/17/2013; ITEM II.C. 
 

OTO FY 2014 Operational Budget  
 

Ozarks Transportation Organization 
(Springfield, MO Area MPO) 

 
 

AGENDA DESCRIPTION:   

The Ozarks Transportation Organization Audit revealed a need for a separate budget from the approved 
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) Budget.  The traditionally used UPWP budget is required to show 
all planning activities that use federal funds. Therefore the planning activities of City Utilities is shown in 
the budget. In-Kind match and donated services are also required to be shown. This includes work that 
MoDOT does for the area in terms of signal timing and planning that is funded with state funds and 
member jurisdiction attendance at meetings. As the approved budget, this is the budget that is audited.  
 
A new proposed operational budget has been developed which includes the same OTO expenses as 
approved in the OTO UPWP Budget.  The format is different allowing the Board of Directors to see the 
projected cash flow for the year.  All revenues and expenses that appear in the proposed operational 
budget pertain to OTO only. If approved this will be the audited budget. 
 
Primary Differences: 
 
Revenue 
In-Kind Match has been removed  
The Direct Outside grant has been removed 
 
Expenses 
The In-Kind Match has been removed 
The Direct Outside grant has been removed 
 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
That a member of the Board of Directors makes one of the following motions: 
 
“Move to adopt the OTO FY 2014 Operational Budget.” 
 
OR 
 
“Move to reject the OTO FY 2014 Operational Budget in consideration of the following…..” 
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Beginning Operating Fund Balance 6/30/13 $208,108.96

ESTIMATED REVENUES

Cost Category

Budgeted 
Amount               
FY2014

Total Amount 
Budgeted         
FY2014

Ozarks Transportation Organization Revenue
Consolidated FHWA/FTA PL Funds $721,534.40
Local Jurisdiction Match Funds $127,971.66
Employee Insurance Premium $8,580.00
Total Ozarks Transportation Organization Revenue $858,086.06

TOTAL REVENUE $858,086.06

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES

Cost Category

Budgeted 
Amount            
FY2014

Total Amount 
Budgeted         
FY2014

Personnel
Salaries & Fringe $385,000.00
Mobile Data Plans $2,700.00
Payroll Services $3,000.00
Total Personnel $390,700.00

Building
Building Lease $51,108.00
Parking $960.00
Total Building $52,068.00

Commodities
Office Supplies/Furniture $10,000.00
Publications $400.00
Total Commodities $10,400.00

Information Technology
IT Maintenance Contract $9,000.00
Computer Upgrades/Equipment Replacement/Repair $6,000.00
Data Backup/Storage $2,500.00
GIS Licenses $4,500.00
Software $3,000.00
Webhosting $550.00
Total Information Technology $25,550.00

OTO OPERATIONAL BUDGET 
FY 2014

 July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014
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ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES Continued

Cost Category

Budgeted 
Amount              
FY2014

Total Amount 
Budgeted         
FY2014

Insurance
Board of Directors Insurance $2,600.00
Liability Insurance $1,100.00
Workers Comp $1,300.00
Total Insurance $5,000.00

Operating
Copy Machine Lease $3,000.00
Education/Training/Travel $25,000.00
Food/Meeting Expense $4,000.00
IRS Tax Fees $11,000.00
Legal/Bid Notices (formerly Advertising) $3,400.00
Multi-media Public Relations $3,000.00
Staff Mileage Reimbursement $2,500.00
Postage/Postal Services $3,500.00
Printing/Mapping Services (combines two categories) $12,000.00
Dues/Memberships $4,300.00
Telephone $4,500.00
Total Operating $76,200.00

Services
Aerial Photos $0.00
Audit $6,000.00
Professional Services (Legal & Accounting) $12,000.00
TIP Tool Maintenance $10,000.00
Travel Time Collection Units $80,000.00
Travel Time Runs and Traffic Counts $12,000.00
Travel Model Consultant $150,000.00
Total Services $270,000.00
TOTAL OTO Expenditures $829,918.00

Estimated Net Increase in Operating Fund Balance* $28,168.06

Ending Operating Fund Balance 6/30/14 $236,277.02

*Actual increase will be greater depending on in-kind expenses that are captured
during the year. 



ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES

Cost Category

Prior 
Budgeted                     
FY2013

Total Amount 
Prior Budgeted              

FY2013

Budgeted 
Amount            
FY2014

Total Amount 
Budgeted         
FY2014

Increase/            
Decrease

Personnel
Salaries & Fringe $361,000.78 $385,000.00
Mobile Data Plans $1,620.00 $2,700.00
Payroll Services $2,600.00 $3,000.00
Total Personnel $365,220.78 $390,700.00 ↑ $25,479.22

Building
Building Lease $55,367.00 $51,108.00
Parking $1,000.00 $960.00
Total Building $56,367.00 $52,068.00 ↓ ($4,299.00)

Commodities
Office Supplies/Furniture $16,000.00 $10,000.00
Publications $1,000.00 $400.00
Total Commodities $17,000.00 $10,400.00 ↓ ($6,600.00)

Information Technology
IT Maintenance Contract $12,000.00 $9,000.00
Computer Upgrades/Equipment Replacement/Repair $4,500.00 $6,000.00
Data Backup/Storage $3,600.00 $2,500.00
GIS Licenses $7,000.00 $4,500.00
Software $2,000.00 $3,000.00
Webhosting $550.00 $550.00
Total Information Technology $29,650.00 $25,550.00 ↓ ($4,100.00)

Insurance
Board of Directors Insurance $2,300.00 $2,600.00
Liability Insurance $1,400.00 $1,100.00
Workers Comp $1,400.00 $1,300.00
Total Insurance $5,100.00 $5,000.00 ↓ ($100.00)

Operating
Copy Machine Lease $4,000.00 $3,000.00
Education/Training/Travel $32,000.00 $25,000.00
Food/Meeting Expense $4,500.00 $4,000.00
IRS Tax Fees $0.00 $11,000.00
Legal/Bid Notices (formerly Advertising) $3,800.00 $3,400.00
Staff Mileage Reimbursement $2,000.00 $2,500.00
Postage/Postal Services $4,000.00 $3,500.00
Printing/Mapping Services (combines two categories) $14,500.00 $12,000.00
Dues/Memberships $4,200.00 $4,300.00
Telephone $5,000.00 $4,500.00
Total Operating $74,000.00 $73,200.00 ↓ ($800.00)

 APPENDIX A
FY 2014

 July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014

OTO BUDGET DETAIL
Utilizing Consolidated Planning Grant Funds
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UPWP BUDGET



ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES Continued

Cost Category

Prior 
Budgeted                     
FY2013

Total Amount 
Prior Budgeted              

FY2013

Budgeted 
Amount              
FY2014

Total Amount 
Budgeted         
FY2014

Increase/            
Decrease

Services
Aerial Photos $50,000.00 $0.00
Audit $4,750.00 $6,000.00
Professional Services (Legal & Accounting) $8,000.00 $12,000.00
TIP Tool Maintenance $25,000.00 $10,000.00
Travel Time Collection Units $0.00 $80,000.00
Travel Time Runs and Traffic Counts $20,000.00 $12,000.00
Travel Model Consultant $150,000.00 $150,000.00
Total Services $257,750.00 $270,000.00 ↑ $12,250.00
TOTAL OTO Expenditures $805,087.78 $826,918.00 ↑ $21,830.22

In-Kind Match, Direct Cost, Donated
Member Attendance at Meetings $8,000.00 $10,000.00
Direct Cost - MoDOT Salaries $15,977.00 $65,000.00

Total In-Kind Match, Direct Cost, Donated $23,977.00 $75,000.00 ↑ $51,023.00
TOTAL OTO Budget $829,064.78 $901,918.00 ↑ $72,853.22

Direct Outside Grant
CU Transit Salaries* $121,230.00 $197,500.00 ↑ $76,270.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $950,294.78 $1,099,418.00 ↑ $149,123.22
Notes * Cost includes federal and required 20% matching funds

       
ESTIMATED REVENUES

Cost Category

Prior 
Budgeted                     
FY2013

Total Amount 
Prior Budgeted              

FY2013

Budgeted 
Amount               
FY2014

Total Amount 
Budgeted         
FY2014

Increase/            
Decrease

Ozarks Transportation Organization Revenue
Consolidated FHWA/FTA PL Funds $663,251.82 $721,534.40
Local Jurisdiction Match Funds $131,835.96 $96,803.60
In-kind Match, Direct Cost, Donated** $23,977.00 $75,000.00
Employee Insurance Premium $0.00 $8,580.00
City of Springfield Aerial Photography Match Funds $10,000.00 $0.00
Total Ozarks Transportation Organization Revenue $829,064.78 $901,918.00 ↑ $72,853.22

Direct Outside Grant
City Utilities Transit Planning
FTA 5307 $96,984.00 $158,000.00
City Utilties Local Match $24,246.00 $39,500.00
Total Direct Outside Grant $121,230.00 $197,500.00 ↑ $76,270.00
TOTAL REVENUE $950,294.78 $1,099,418.00 ↑ $149,123.22
Notes:  * Cost includes federal and required 20% matching funds   Pass through funds, OTO does not administer or spend the City Utility funds

** In the event that In-kind Match/Direct Cost/Donated is not available, local jurisdictions match funds will be utilized
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Cost Category

Prior 
Budgeted                     
FY2013

Total Amount 
Prior Budgeted              

FY2013

Budgeted 
Amount                
FY2014

Total Amount 
Budgeted         
FY2014

Increase/            
Decrease

Audit $4,750.00 $6,000.00
Professional Services Fees $8,000.00 $12,000.00
Data Storage/Backup $3,600.00 $2,500.00
IT Maintenance Contract $12,000.00 $9,000.00
TIP Tool $25,000.00 $10,000.00
Travel Time Runs and Traffic Counts $20,000.00 $12,000.00
Travel Model Consultant $150,000.00 $150,000.00
Total Consultant Usage $223,350.00 $201,500.00 ↓$21,850.00

Cost Category

Prior 
Budgeted                     
FY2013

Total Amount 
Prior Budgeted              

FY2013

Budgeted 
Amount                
FY2014

Total Amount 
Budgeted         
FY2014

Increase/            
Decrease

Multi-media Public Relations* $0.00 $3,000.00
$0.00 $3,000.00 ↑ $3,000.00

* Public Relations (of the nature of governmental unit promotion) is not an allowable expense in the Consolidated Planning Grant under OMB Circular A-87.  

This expense will not be submitted to MoDOT for reimbursement and will come solely from the Local Juridiction Funds.

Utilizing Local Jurisdiction Funds

 APPENDIX C
FY 2014

 July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014

OTO BUDGET DETAIL

ANTICIPATED CONSULTANT USAGE

 July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014
FY 2014

 APPENDIX B
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA 10/17/2013; ITEM.II.D. 
 

OTO Certification Review of the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process for the 
Springfield, MO Transportation Management Area 

 
Ozarks Transportation Organization 

(Springfield, MO Area MPO) 

AGENDA DESCRIPTION:   

OTO has received the Federal Certification Review of the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process 
Report from FHWA and FTA.  The Federal Certification Review is required every four years for 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) classified as Transportation Management Areas (TMAs).  
OTO has 60 days provide a response describing OTO’s plan to address each recommendation. 
 
OTO received no corrective actions and was certified as meeting the federal requirements as stated 
below:  
 

Based on this review and ongoing oversight by the Federal Highway Administration and the 
Federal Transit Administration, the transportation planning process carried out in the Springfield, 
Missouri Transportation Management Area for the period October 1, 2013 to September 30, 2017 
is certified as meeting the requirements as described in 23 CFR Part 450 and 49 CFR Part 613. 

 
Please find below a summary of recommendations and commendations that is from the June 2013 
certification review of the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process for the Springfield, MO 
Transportation Management Area: 
 
COMMENDATIONS 
 

1. The OTO is commended for developing a Planning MOU between OTO, MoDOT, and CU which 
does an outstanding job in defining the roles and responsibilities of each planning partner in the 
Springfield TMA planning process. 

 
2. City Utilities (CU) is commended for its comprehensive review of its transit route system to 

improve on time performance and route efficiency.  CU is also commended for planning a state of 
the art downtown transit transfer facility projected to open by the end of 2014. 

 
3. The OTO is commended for its pending use of VISSUM modeling package which will include transit 

micro modeling for the next MTP update.   
 

4. The OTO is commended for incorporating MAP-21 planning Performance Measures in its planning 
work products: UWPW, TIP, and MTP. 

 
5. The OTO is commended for its development of its exceptional financial revenue/expenditure 

summary in the UPWP. 
 



6. The OTO is commended for its comprehensive rating system that is used to prioritize and select 
projects for inclusion in the both constrained and unconstrained elements of the Journey 2035 
(LRTP).  

 
7. The OTO is commended for development of its electronic Transportation Improvement Program. 

 
8. The OTO is commended for its enhanced documentation of the demonstration of fiscal constraint, 

including the documentation of Operation and Maintenance (O&M) and state and local revenue in 
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) financial plan.  

 
9. The OTO is commended for creating a public comment link for planning products directly on its 

website’s home page.   
 

10. OTO is commended for its level of planning for bicycle and pedestrian facilities and support 
programs that continues to enhance the realization of walkable neighborhoods and intermodal 
transportation options. 
 

11. The OTO is commended for its proactive transportation planning effort to help reduce ozone 
levels and improve overall air quality in the Springfield region.  

 
12. The OTO is commended developing a Public Participation Plan Evaluation Handbook that provides 

guidelines for the OTO’s periodic evaluation of their public involvement techniques. 
 

This ongoing evaluation initiative reflects OTO’s commitment to seek out opportunities for 
enhancing the Plan’s strategies and techniques and the elimination of ineffective strategies.   

 
13. The OTO and its planning partners are commended for the extensive integration of Safety and 

Security planning throughout the Springfield TMA planning process.  
 

14. The MoDOT is commended for their partnering effort to facilitate the development of a Foreign 
Trade Zone Study in the Springfield region and their current effort to develop a Statewide Freight 
Plan.   

 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 
 

NONE 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. Recommend that the OTO take timely steps to produce a Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) map.  
The approval date of the MPA should be shown on the map and a copy of the map be provided to 
the FHWA Missouri Division. Action Completed. 
 
The approval date should also be shown on all Urban Area Boundary (UAB) and Functional 
Classification (FC) Maps. Action Completed. 

 
2. Recommend that OTO and its planning partners incorporate a description of the most important 

metropolitan transportation planning issues into its future annual work programs and the 



documentation of their basis for the decision to maintain the identified carryover balance.  Will be 
considered with the development of the next UPWP. 

 
3. Recommend that the Springfield metropolitan area planning partners continue to work together 

to ensure an enhanced working partnership that adheres to the FHWA/FTA/MoDOT Planning 
Partnership Agreement and the TIP, UPWP, and MTP development and approval process.  The 
partnership agreement was developed with a one size fit all approach without accounting for 
different processes and timelines among the various MPOs in the state of Missouri. We do our best 
to comply with the very large lead times provided for in the document.  
 

4. Recommend that the OTO and its planning partners implement CMP enhancement opportunities, 
including the development of CMP goals, objectives, a standing CMP advisory committee, and an 
improved process for evaluating the effectiveness of implemented mitigation strategies. This 
recommendation will be implemented with the next CMP update. 
 

5. Recommend that OTO make all public comments, with OTO and LPA responses, available for 
viewing on the OTO website during the planning work product development process and for a 
determined reasonable period of time following the OTO Board’s adoption of the work product.  
OTO staff is working on a plan to improve public comment and develop a website that will more 
adequately facilitate public comment. 

 
6. Recommend that OTO enhance the effectiveness of the Title VI complaint process by updating the 

Title VI Policy to include a clearly outlined collaborative process that includes communication and 
coordination with Federal, state and local planning partners. OTO will add a section addressing the 
communication to partners. 

 
7. Recommend that OTO consider incorporating into their TIP project development and selection 

process, the stated requirement for the project sponsor to make available to the OTO, copy of the 
agency’s Title VI Plan.  A Title VI plan is not project specific but area specific. MoDOT is the agency 
responsible for enforcement of compliance with Title VI.  

 
The inaugural implementation of this requirement should include the action step to provide copies 
of the LPA Title VI Plans to MoDOT for information purposes. This item should be enforced by 
MoDOT. 

 
8. Recommend that OTO and MoDOT partner together to develop a collaborative and coordinated 

inter-agency process for handling ADA, including the specifics of the ADA complaint and the 
complaint resolution effort. OTO will develop a process for forwarding all ADA complaints to 
MoDOT.  

 
9. Recommend that MoDOT develop an LPA project level Title VI statistical data (race, color, religion, 

sex, national origin, and disability) collection process that is implemented by each MoDOT District 
as part of the LPA project oversight effort.  
 
MoDOT is encouraged to consider revising Section (15) (H) of the Annual Consolidated Planning 
Grant Agreement for the purpose of clarifying a more limited and specific grantee Title VI 
reporting requirement.  
 
This is not a recommendation for OTO. 



 
10. Recommend that OTO consider incorporating into the TIP project selection process, the 

requirement for LPA project sponsors to provide project level Title VI statistical data to the 
MoDOT SW District, when called for, as a condition for the LPA project’s inclusion in the OTO TIP.  
 
The OTO maintains information relating to Title VI populations and can furnish the data to MoDOT 
upon request. 

 
11. Recommend that OTO and MODOT lead an effort to complete a Freight Study, identify freight 

corridors, determine bottleneck locations for freight traffic, and initiate the formulation of a 
freight stakeholder working group.  
 
MoDOT has undertaken a statewide freight study.  

 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED 
 
Informational Only – No Action Required 









































































































































































 

 

 

 

 

TAB 6 

 

  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA 10/17/2013; ITEM II.E. 
 

Cost Of Living Adjustment Request 
 

Ozarks Transportation Organization 
(Springfield, MO Area MPO) 

AGENDA DESCRIPTION:   

The request is for a 1.7 percent cost of living adjustment for the employees of the OTO 
beginning November 1, 2013. This request is based upon the Social Security Administration 2013 
Cost of Living Adjustment.  
 
Other entities giving COLAs in 2013: 
City of Springfield-1.5 % 
Springfield Public Schools-1%  
Missouri State University-2% 
City of Nixa- 2%  
City of Moberly-1%  
Owensville-1.7%.   
City of Union-2%  
City of St. John-3%. 
 
OTO FY 2013-2014 Budget Ramifications 

Salaries $3,007.30 
Retirement $420.92 
Payroll Taxes $218.92 
Total $3,646.67 

 
The current salary line item can remain within budget with the COLA increase. Vacant intern 
positions have lowered the year to date salary expenditures.  
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  
The Executive Committee recommended approval to the Board of Directors at the September 
19, 2013 meeting. 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ACTION REQUESTED 
 
That a member of the Board of Directors makes one of the following motions: 
 
“Move to approve that a 1.7 percent Cost of Living adjustment be approved for the 
employees of OTO, beginning Nov. 1, 2013.” 
 
OR 
 
“Move to approve a ____________ percent Cost of Living adjustment be approved for 
the employees of OTO, beginning Nov. 1, 2013.”  



OR 
 
“Move to send request back to Executive Committee to consider the following….” 
 





 

 

 

 

 

TAB 7 

  



http://www.news-leader.com/article/20130923/news01/309230024/missouri-state-evangel-students-springfield-walkable-neighborhood-project?odysse

Page 1 of 2 Sep 23, 2013 01:31:18PM MDT

Evangel students Paola Johnson (left), 20, and Bethany
Ruttan, 21, mark off items on a checklist as they survey

Pacific Street as part of the Walkable Neighborhood
Project.

Evangel students Paola Johnson (left), 20, and Bethany Ruttan, 21, mark
off items on a checklist as they survey Pacific Street as part of The

Walkable Neighborhood Project.

Springfield neighborhoods' 'walkability' assessed by students
Written by Katie Lamb
Sep. 23, 2013 5:51 AM | news-leader.com

Evangel students Paola Johnson (left), 20, and
Bethany Ruttan, 21, mark off items on a
checklist as they survey Pacific Street as part of
The Walkable Neighborhood Project.

More
than
400
Misso
State
Univer
studen
kicked
off
the
Walka

Neighborhood Project on Saturday and assessed 11 Springfield neighborhoods for how safe, pleasant
and easy it is to walk through the areas.

Armed with clipboards and checklists, volunteers wearing bright green shirts paired up and fanned out to
determine “walkability,” including how easy it would be for someone with a disability to get through the
neighborhood and how convenient stores are for senior citizens.

Kathy Nordyke, director of MSU’s citizenship and service-learning office, said the project was initiated by
the City of Springfield and the Healthy Living Alliance. Nordyke coordinated the effort, and students will
continue the project until all of the 24 identified neighborhoods have been assessed.

“This project reaches across all academic areas and coursework and really gives our students an
opportunity to engage in community-based problem solving,” Nordyke said.

Evangel University students and members of High Street Baptist Church also evaluated neighborhoods.
The volunteers met at MSU’s student union Saturday morning, where they received training on how to
accurately assess the streets they were assigned to.

By 10:30 a.m., volunteers could be seen in several neighborhoods, such as Weller, Oak Grove, Sherwood
and Woodland Heights.

Bethany Ruttan and Paola Johnson, both Evangel students, were assigned to six streets in the Weller
neighborhood.

The students began near the intersection of Pacific Street and Rogers Avenue and looked for
characteristics such as sidewalks, traffic, land use and other indicators of safety and walkability.
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On Pacific, they marked the absence of a sidewalk and looked for other details, such as the amount of
litter, parking options and the types of buildings lining the street.

In the Robberson neighborhood, three MSU students surveyed Garfield Street and East Avenue. As two
filled out the checklist, Emma Acker took photos with her phone of the sidewalk conditions, which will also
be submitted for the project.

Student Katie Harrison said there are neighborhoods in Springfield that need improvement but are
overlooked.

“Hopefully, this will give them more attention,” Harrison said.

Nordyke said the students returned Saturday afternoon with positive experiences from being out in the
community, and future students will continue the project over the next couple of years.

The Healthy Living Alliance and partners will use walkability information gathered to help Springfield
address barriers that currently exist to everyday walking, such as a lack of sidewalks, safety issues and
traffic.

Councilwoman Cindy Rushefsky commented on the project in a press release, saying, “Not only are we
going to get a better idea of what needs to be done to make our city streets and sidewalks safer and more
user friendly, we’re also teaching students that they can be actively involved in making our city better.”

Nordyke said the project fulfills the university’s public affairs mission.

“This gives our students an opportunity to have a voice in making a difference in neighborhoods so that
they are healthy communities.”
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Six freight- and passenger-rail projects will receive
Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery V (TIGER V) grants from the U.S.
Department of Transportation, a number of
congressmen announced on Friday.

• In Missouri, Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.)
announced the city of Kansas City will receive a $20
million grant to build a two-mile streetcar line from the
River Market area to the Crown Center/Union Station
area, primarily by using the Main Street corridor.

The line is slated to be operational by summer 2015.
The TIGER V grant will cover about 20 percent of the
project's cost, McCaskill said in a press release.

"This streetcar project will encourage housing,
construction and business development in the city —
and that will mean more jobs across the region," she
said.

• In Illinois, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) announced the
city of Springfield will obtain a $14.4 million grant to
build one of eight underpasses for the 10th Street
railroad consolidation project.

The $22 million underpass would be built where
Carpenter Street intersects tracks at 10th Street in
Springfield. The city must complete complete design
and engineering work by September 2014 or it risks
losing the grant, according to Durbin.

In December 2012, the Federal Railroad
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Administration approved the proposed relocation of
Union Pacific Railroad and Amtrak tracks from Third
Street to a Norfolk Southern Railway line along 10th
Street. The consolidation would require construction
of a second set of tracks for UP and Amtrak trains, a
$315 million project expected to take eight years to
complete.

• In Maryland, Sens. Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.) and
Ben Cardin (D-Md.), and Reps. Elijah Cummings
(D-Md.), Dutch Ruppersberger (D-Md.) and John
Sarbanes (D-Md.) announced the Maryland Port
Administration (MPA) will receive a $10 million grant
to complete the Fairfield Terminal project at the Port
of Baltimore.

The project involves the replacement of an obsolete
and dilapidated wet basin in the port with a new
7.6-acre, rail-served cargo lay-down area at the
terminal. The project will expand handling capacity at
the marine terminal, improve rail access and increase
intermodal flexibility for exports, according to the
MPA.

• In Arizona, Rep. Ron Barber (D-Ariz.) announced
Pima County will obtain a $5 million TIGER V grant
for a new an intermodal ramp at the Port of Tucson.

The project calls for building a ramp off UP’s mainline
so containers can be unloaded at the inland port and
transferred to trucks or trains. The 780-acre port has
invested about $15 million to develop the project,
including the addition of warehouses totaling 2 million
square feet, said Barber in a press release.

"The Port of Tucson is Union Pacific Railroad’s only
intermodal ramp in Arizona," Barber wrote in the
county's TIGER V grant application submitted in May.
"The expansion of the port’s current capacity to
handle transloading to and from international ocean
containers dramatically increases Arizona’s
competitiveness in overseas markets and
distinguishes this project as one of regional
significance."

• In Colorado, Sen. Mark Udall (D-Colo.) announced
the town of Windsor won a $2.7 million grant to
establish two quiet zones.

"Train noise is a serious issue affecting communities
throughout Colorado. It can deter economic
development, hurt small businesses and reduce
Coloradans' quality of life," Udall said in a press
release. "This competitive grant will help Windsor
work with the Federal Railroad Administration to
reduce train noise and address this serious issue for
the town."

• In New York, Sens. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) and
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) announced the Port of
Oswego will receive a $1.5 million grant to upgrade
infrastructure.
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The port plans to construct a roadway, embedded
with heavy rail, connecting the main east Terminal to
a six-acre open-storage area to accommodate both
truck and rail traffic — nearly doubling the current
storage and operation area — and construct two
additional side tracks to increase rail-car storage
capacity from 16 to 48 cars.

More news items from 9/3/2013

Sound Transit to receive $24 million in TIGER V
grants

Indiana port lets contract for rail loop work

Hawaii board OKs archaeological studies for
Honolulu transit-rail project

USDOT proposes rule to help expand
transportation project delivery program to more
states

Amtrak board should have Long Island
representation, Schumer says

NAI Houston markets Cline Shale properties
near BNSF, UP lines

Veolia awarded contract extension for South
Florida RTA's Tri-Rail service

Rail Industry Online Only Features

Facebook social plugin

Posting as Sara
Fields (Not you?)

Add a comment...

Post to Facebook

 

Albert Scott Ammon III · Littleton, Colorado

We need TIGER grants to upgrade the line for Amtrak's
Southwest Chief..

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · September 7 at 1:02am1

Albert Scott Ammon III · Littleton, Colorado

Thanks Ken Hatridge I'm a member of the
Colorado Rail Passengers Association
(Colorail at Colorail.org.

Reply · Like · September 18 at 12:02pm

Don Provencher · Gorham, New Hampshire

ONE MIGHT KNOW THAT IT IS THE DEM FOLKS
PUSHING TRANSP. PROJECTS AND NO SIGN OF HELP
FROM THE REP'S/WHERE ARE THEY WHEN I COMES TO
MOVING THIS COUNTRY FORWARD!

Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · September 3 at 9:51pm1

Andrew W. Matheson ·  · Works at Railfans ·
138 subscribers

Noted. - These Grants are Interesting!

Reply · Like · Follow Post · September 9 at 7:49pm

Follow
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(past 30 days)

Rail-car interior color schemes making more of a
splash with passenger railroads

Alaska Railroad marks 90 years of rail service in the
nation's largest state

Keystone pipeline won't stop railroads' oil, natural
gas business, API economist says

This information is brought to you by Progressive Railroading magazine.
Receive Progressive Railroading Daily News email.
Receive Progressive Railroading magazine.

If you do not wish to be contacted via email with new information on Progressive
Railroading Daily News in the future, please visit this link.

Distributed by Trade Press Publishing Corp. | 2100 W Florist Ave. | Milwaukee,
WI 53209
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News Release

For Immediate Release

City starts work on last two waterways projects funded by 2006 Parks Sales Tax

By spring of 2014, citizens will see needed improvements to two Ozark Greenways trails and
waterways systems in south Springfield. Once those projects are complete, the funding source for
waterways improvements in Springfield will have essentially dried up, said Todd Wagner, P.E., of
the City's Public Works department.

On Sept. 3, Public Works began work on the last two waterways improvement projects funded by
the voter-approved county-wide 2006 Parks Sales Tax – the Ward Branch and Nathanael
Greene/Close Memorial Park projects. The tax sunset June 30, 2012.

The City can pull funding for future water quality projects from the 1/4-cent Capital Improvements
Sales Tax funds, but it's not enough to fund much more than small-scale projects here and there,
Wagner said.

One of the charges of the Joint City-County Planning Task Force is to find solutions for the
challenge of funding needed water quality projects in the city and county, he added.

Ward Branch

The $1.5 million Ward Branch Stormwater and Greenway Trail Improvements Project, (pdf) a
multipurpose project that includes stream bank stabilization to protect road embankments and
improve water quality, will continue the development of the Ward Branch Greenway Trail.

The project will extend from Bradford Parkway and Independence on the east end to Republic
Road just north of Twin Oaks Country Club on the west end. It will utilize existing structures at
National Avenue and James River Freeway for bicycle/pedestrian underpasses. Connections will be
made to the Bradford Office Park, Cox Medical Center and the neighborhood west of Cox.

Future work will extend the Ozark Greenways trail to the east to Fremont and to the west to the
existing Ward Branch Greenways Trail in Shadowood Subdivision, providing a continuous trail to
the Library Center on South Campbell. In addition, it will eventually connect to the Link, a
north-south bicycle/pedestrian route connecting other greenway trails, universities and downtown.

Stabilization of the banks of Ward Branch reduces the amount of harmful sediment that washes
downstream through neighborhoods, into the James River and eventually to Table Rock Lake.

The project includes a projected $1.3 million for construction and an additional $200,000 for
design costs. All properties were acquired voluntarily with no use of eminent domain. Flat Creek
Excavating is the contractor for the project.

Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial Park

The $1.1 million Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial Park Spillway Enhancements Improvement
Project (pdf) includes stabilization and beautification of the spillway of Lake Drummond to address
erosion. The project includes new water features and improvements to the South Creek culvert
under Scenic Avenue, and to the South Creek Greenway Trail.

The project cost includes a projected $900,000 for construction and an additional $100,000 for
design costs. Hartman Construction is the contractor for the project.

Both the Ward Branch and Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial Park projects involve the removal of
a number of trees at each location. The City is preserving as many existing trees as possible, and
will also improve the overall tree canopy along the future creek corridor. The City had professional
tree canopy evaluations at both locations, which were used to guide final project design to
minimize tree loss. Trees removed will be replaced at twice the loss rate at these sites or at other
locations along Springfield waterways and public properties.

The estimated completion date for both projects is spring 2014.

Other waterways improvement projects completed with 2006 Parks Sales Tax funds are:

Doling Lake and Waterway
Sequiota Park
Fassnight Park
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Dickerson Park Zoo

For more information, contact: Todd Wagner, Principal Engineer, 417-864-1901 or Cora Scott,
Director of Public Information & Civic Engagement at 417-864-1009 or cscott@springfieldmo.gov.

Department of Public Works

840 Boonville Ave., P.O. Box 8368, Springfield, MO 65801-8368
Phone: (417) 864-1900 • city@springfieldmo.gov
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MoDOT Home | Contact Us | Email/Text Updates  

District Map

Traveler Information

Traveler Map

Ozarks Traffic

Text Alerts - Sign Up!

Quick Links

Your Local Area Engineer

Report a Road Concern

Making History: I-49 in
Missouri

On the Move

Your Local MoDOT

Get your local district
information.

HOME >> SOUTHWEST >> MAJOR PROJECTS >> GREENE >> BATTLEFIELD RD. AT ROUTE 65

Major Projects in Depth

Battlefield Road at Route 65
Diverging Diamond/Bridge Project
Project Map:
Project map (PDF)

Project
Replace Battlefield Road bridge over Route 65

Convert interchange to a Diverging Diamond Interchange design, which allows
Battlefield Road traffic to make “free” left-hand turns onto Route 65

Build a southbound and a northbound auxiliary lane on Route 65 to connect
the Sunshine Street and Battlefield Road ramps.

Construction: Begins Fall 2014/Winter 2015

Project is a partnership between MoDOT, city of Springfield, Greene County and Ozarks Transportation
Organization.

Give us your comments on this project!

For more information, contact our Southwest District Office at 1 888 275 6636 
Last updated: August 2013
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Americans’ Support for Public Transportation 

The survey America’s Support For Public Transportation was conducted for The American 
Public Transportation Association (APTA) by the Mineta Transportation Institute (MTI). 

Methodology 

A total of 83,725 call attempts were made to complete the 1,501 surveys, with an average of 
3.24 calls per completed survey.  Of the 1,501 completed interviews, 54.5% were conducted 
with women and 45.4% with men. The age range of respondents was wide, with a minimum of 
18 and a maximum of 95; on average, respondents were roughly 54 years old. The vast majority 
of respondents self-identified as white and more than more than half had a Bachelor’s degree or 
higher (50.3%). 

The Mineta Transportation Institute (MTI) is an organization established by Congress in 1991 
as part of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act. One of the primary activities 
undertaken by MTI is conducting research in transportation policy and management issues. The 
Institute was interested in assessing the attitudes and opinions of US residents towards public 
transportation in their own communities and around the country. More specifically, MTI was 
interested in respondents’ feelings toward current and potential future approaches to funding 
transportation projects. To collect the necessary data, MTI contracted with the Social Science 
Research Center (SSRC) at California State University, Fullerton. 

 

 



 
 
Q1. Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose the 
use of your tax dollars for creating, expanding, and improving public transportation in 
your community? 

2012   2013 
 
 
Support     69.0   73.6 
Oppose                   25.4    24.6  
Don’t know             4.2     1.7 
Refused      1.4     0.1 
 
Q2. Every five years, the U.S. Congress reviews its spending priorities for transportation. 
All things considered, what do you believe Congress should do with the LEVEL of 
spending for public transportation? Should Congress significantly increase, slightly 
increase, slightly decrease, or significantly decrease spending for public transportation? 
 
     2012   2013 
 
 
Increase    61.1   66.1 
Decrease    26.9    24.4 
Don’t know      9.9     7.7 
Refused       2.0     1.8 
 
 
 
I am now going to read you several statements.  Please tell me if you agree or disagree with 
each one.  (Questions 3-5 randomized). 
 
Q3. As our country begins to recover from tough economic times, public transportation can 
be a solution and help pave the way to a stronger economy.  Public transportation projects 
put Americans to work, revitalizing our communities. 
 

2012   2013 
 
Agree     78.1   78.3 
Disagree    16.6   18.4 
Don’t know      4.0     1.9 
Refused      1.4     1.0 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Q4. Public transportation provides affordable transportation options for people. It expands 
access to job and career opportunities, as well as to medical facilities and schools and 
colleges. 
 
 

2012   2013 
 
Agree     83.4   87.8 
Disagree    10.9     5.5 
Don’t know      4.5     1.6 
Refused      1.3     1.1 
 
 
 
 
Q5.  Public transportation saves 4.2 billion gallons of gasoline that otherwise would have to 
be purchased from countries that may be unfriendly to America.  Therefore, public transit 
reduces our dependence on foreign oil and transitions America toward a more energy 
efficient economy. 
 
 

2012   2013 
 
Agree     70.8   72.4 
Disagree    21.1   21.9 
Don’t know      6.0     4.9 
Refused      2.1     0.8 
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AASHTO Commuting in America Report
Reveals New Modal Patterns and Trends

The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials this week announced that the first parts of
Commuting in America 2013 are now available online.

Commuting in America – a series of 16 briefs analyzing the evolving role of commuting, which accounts for 28 percent of
the passenger miles traveled on America's roadways – examines the historical shift in employment from manufacturing
and agriculture toward economic diversification and growth in service, information, and technology-related employment
sectors. Its purpose is to help those in public policy, planning, research, and education better understand the patterns and
trends in the nature of work and commuting that are influencing critical transportation policy issues and investment
priorities.

"Commuters make up a large, dynamic, and evolving sector of the traveling public," said Bud Wright, AASHTO executive
director. "Workers need dependable access to employment and businesses need access to both workers and customers.
Transportation is the essential link that underpins the economic health of households, communities, and our nation as a
whole."

This is the fourth in a series of Commuting in America reports published since 1987. The report was co-authored by Alan
Pisarski, a transportation consultant who authored the three previous reports, and Steve Polzin, Ph.D., of the Center for
Urban Transportation Research at the University of South Florida.

"Over the past 25 years, these reports have documented the story of the working years of the baby-boomer generation,"
said Pisarski. "Today we're finding that work related travel is being shaped by technological advances in IT and
telecommunications, seven-days-per-week and 24-hours-per-day retail operations, and efforts by many employers to
accommodate family-friendly work schedules. Decision makers can use this information to support sound decisions about
future needs and investments."

Commuting in America 2013 is supported by the AASHTO Census Transportation Planning Products Program and carried
out in conjunction with a National Cooperative Highway Research Program project that provided supporting data and
analysis. For additional information and to download the briefs, go to traveltrends.transportation.org.

The first two briefs are now available for download:

Brief 1: Overview provides a summary of the development of the CIA 2013 series and establishes institutional context,
objectives, importance, data sources, and products.

Brief 2: The Role of Commuting in Overall Travel presents national trend data on the relative role of commuting in overall
person travel, and explores commuting as a share of trips, miles of travel, and travel time at the national level.

The remaining briefs will be available for download in the upcoming months. The briefs will include topics such as
population and worker trends and dynamics; vehicle and transit availability; vehicle ownership and licensure levels; and
the use of transit services, biking, walking, and carpool commuting options.

Questions regarding this article may be directed to editor@aashtojournal.org.
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