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Residential Units

Single-Family

• In 2018, single-family 
housing permits 
reached the highest 
level since the mid-
2000s

• The increase is mostly 
attributable to 
development in Green 
County, Nixa, and 
Republic.

• The permit total for 
new single-family 
structures in the OTO 
area was offset by the 
demolition 183 houses 

• The majority of 
demolitions occurred 
in Springfield (111) and 
Greene County (55).

2018 OTO MPO Area Growth Trends Report

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Battlefield 40 29 36 47 53 36 23

Nixa 28 44 89 49 72 128 119 101 124 209 247

Ozark 102 22 34 33 49 69 70 92 115 94 85

Republic - OTO 179 70 77 99 54 67 96 107 109 102 102

Springfield 33 46 80 68 -5 29 28 -1 -5 11 12

Strafford 0 3 2 2 19 24 8

Willard 13 7 11 6 14 8 25

Christian - OTO 64 41 51 40 7 56 70 106 76 83 79

Greene - OTO 315 235 375 198 270 320 266 266 299 249 320

Total 721 458 706 487 500 708 698 726 804 816 901
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Residential Units

Multi-Family

• The number of multi-
family units permitted 
in Springfield rose to 
the second highest 
total since 2008 

• This number was 
offset by the 
demolition of 120 
multi-family units 
mostly around the 
MSU Campus 

• Ozark and Battlefield 
significantly added to 
the total number of 
multi-family structures 
permitted in the OTO 
area
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Battlefield 0 0 0 0 0 0 83

Nixa 8 44 0 50 0 0 0 2 2 2 0

Ozark 32 55 26 20 4 0 0 20 90 18 129

Republic 0 92 18 0 0 0 47 0 4 12 32

Strafford 0 0 0 0 8 0 0

Willard 0 0 48 20 0 72 0

Christian - OTO 0 41 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Greene - OTO 30 237 38 12 0 0 0 0 2 -2 20

Springfield 308 81 20 132 486 216 476 855 141 559 719

Total 378 550 102 214 490 216 571 897 247 661 983
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Residential Units

Totals

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Battlefield 40 29 36 47 53 36 106

Nixa 36 88 89 99 72 128 119 103 126 211 247

Ozark 134 77 60 53 53 69 70 112 205 112 214

Republic 179 162 95 99 54 67 143 111 113 114 133

Strafford 0 3 2 2 27 24 8

Willard 13 7 59 26 14 80 25

Christian - OTO 64 82 51 37 7 56 70 106 76 83 79

Greene - OTO 345 472 413 210 270 321 266 266 301 247 341

Springfield 341 127 100 200 481 245 504 854 136 570 731

Total 1,099 1,008 808 698 990 925 1,269 1,627 1,051 1,477 1,884
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• Residential unit 
permitting dropped 
considerably by 2008 
after the collapse of 
the housing bubble 
leading to the “great 
recession”

• Growth in residential 
structure permits has 
recovered somewhat 
in recent years driven 
mostly by multi-family 
development in 
Springfield 

• In 2018, the highest 
number residential 
structures were 
permitted in the OTO 
area since 2007
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Appendix: OTO Area Permit Activity 2001 - 2018

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Battlefield 40 29 36 47 53 36 106

Nixa 260 267 281 536 547 539 268 36 88 89 99 72 128 119 103 126 211 247

Ozark 168 271 333 367 441 391 290 134 77 60 53 53 69 70 112 205 112 214

Republic 205 183 168 271 304 307 236 179 162 95 99 54 67 143 111 113 114 133

Strafford 0 3 2 2 27 24 8

Willard 13 7 59 26 14 80 25

Christian - OTO 213 201 174 224 133 241 145 64 82 51 37 7 56 70 106 76 83 79

Greene - OTO 906 1,229 1,294 1,328 1,424 1,087 792 345 472 413 210 270 321 266 266 301 247 341

Springfield 535 943 823 980 1,254 1,386 1,285 341 127 100 200 481 245 504 854 136 570 731

Total 2,287 3,094 3,073 3,706 4,103 3,951 3,016 1,099 1,008 808 698 990 925 1,269 1,627 1,051 1,477 1,884
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Springfield MSA
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• From 2007 to 2017, the 
MSA population has 
increased from 
419,607 to 462,369

• This is an overall 
increase of %10.2, 
equaling a 0.93% rate 
of annual growth

• Using the rule of 70, at 
an annual growth 
percent of 0.93, it will 
take the Springfield 
MSA over 75 years to 
double in population 
to 924,738
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Springfield MSA
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• The highest year-over-
year percent change 
during the 11-year 
period from 2007 to 
2017 was from 2006 to 
2007. 

• The lowest year-over-
year percent change 
was from 2015 to 2016 
at 0.52%. The change 
in percent has not 
been over 1% since 
2010.



Individual 
Counties

1990 2000 2010 2017

Christian County 32,644 54,285 77,422 85,432

Dallas County 12,646 15,661 16,777 16,673

Polk County 21,826 26,992 31,137 31,794

Webster County 23,753 31,045 36,202 38,655

Greene County 207,949 240,391 275,174 289,805

Total MSA 289,818 368,374 436,712 462,359
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• Christian county was 
the fastest growing 
county in terms of 
percent change during 
the 27-year period 
adding 52,788 people

• Greene county grew 
the most in terms of 
raw numbers adding 
81,856 people.

• Since 2010, the 
proportion of the total 
MSA population has 
decreased for Greene, 
Dallas, and Polk 
counties and increased 
for Christian and 
Webster counties



Cities in the OTO 
Area

1990 2000 2010 2017

Battlefield 1,526 2,385 5,590 6,138

Nixa 4,707 12,124 19,022 21,321

Ozark 4,243 9,665 17,820 19,905

Republic 6,292 8,438 14,751 16,294

Strafford 1,166 1,845 2,358 2,399

Willard 2,177 3,193 5,288 5,426

Springfield 140,494 151,580 159,498 167,374
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• More people were 
added to the region in 
surrounding cities than 
Springfield from 2000 
to 2010, 27,179 and 
7,918 respectively

• From 2010 to 2017, 
Springfield added 
7,876 people 
compared to 6,654 in 
all other surrounding 
cities combined



Net Migration 
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In-Migration

Age

Characteristics
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• The largest age group 
migrating into Greene 
county were 18 to 24 
years old coming from 
other counties in 
Missouri

• The median age for all 
in-migrants from other 
counties in MO into 
Greene County was an 
estimated to be 21.9.

• The largest age group 
migrating into Christian 
county were individuals 
25 to 34 years old from 
different counties 
within MO

• The median ages for in-
migrants into Christian 
County were 28.9 and 
27.4 for those from 
other counties in MO 
and from other states, 
respectively
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In-Migration
Economic

Characteristics
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• The largest income group 
migrating into Greene 
county coming from other 
counties in Missouri made 
less than $10,000 a year 
corresponding with the 18 
– 24 year old indicative of a 
large incoming student 
population

• The median income for 
this group was $11,646. Of 
the over 20,000 in 
migrants, nearly three of 
four lived in renter 
occupied housing

• The largest income group 
migrating into Christian 
county from different 
counties within Missouri 
lived in households  making 
$15,000 to $24,999 a year 

• The median income for 
individuals from other 
counties in Missouri and 
from other states, was 
$20,857 and $28,056 
respectively.
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Number of Jobs 
by MSA County

The data show job losses 
from 2007 to 2010 

Beginning in 2011, jobs 
numbers start to rebound 
and climb every year 
through 2017  

The overwhelming number 
of jobs in the MSA are 
located in Greene County. 

Although jobs numbers 
have risen in every county in 
the MSA, the proportion of 
MSA jobs within Greene 
County from 2007 to 2017 
has remained virtually the 
same.

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Christian County 15,431 16,073 14,968 14,833 15,104 15,474 15,938 16,693 16,902 16,934 17,390

Dallas County 3,132 2,806 2,472 2,358 2,316 2,300 2,402 2,403 2,390 2,288 2,472

Greene County 159,456 161,090 154,398 152,255 155,566 158,650 161,031 165,043 166,805 168,750 171,432

Polk County 7,945 7,935 7,526 7,275 7,352 7,508 7,614 7,650 7,688 7,615 8,024

Webster County 6,685 6,667 6,238 6,066 6,267 6,276 6,438 6,659 6,770 6,856 7,337

Total MSA 192,649 194,571 185,602 182,787 186,605 190,208 193,423 198,448 200,555 202,443 206,655
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Median 
Household 

Income 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Christian County $53,549 $52,838 $52,693 $53,270 $54,392 $55,761

Dallas County $40,286 $40,120 $38,314 $38,062 $37,695 $41,441

Greene County $41,458 $40,337 $40,512 $41,277 $41,908 $43,175

Polk County $38,852 $39,512 $39,336 $41,130 $42,483 $44,805

Webster County $42,384 $44,596 $45,798 $44,581 $44,814 $45,185

Missouri $47,333 $47,380 $47,764 $48,173 $49,939 $51,542

United States $53,046 $53,046 $53,482 $53,889 $55,322 $57,652
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• Median household income for 
the five counties that 
comprise the Springfield MSA 
counties, Missouri, and the 
United States for each year 
from 2012 to 2017 is presented 
here.

• The5-year estimates should 
only be compared at five-year 
intervals.

• A comparison of statistical 
difference of 2012 and 2017 
income levels indicates that 
median household income has 
risen in all geographies except 
Dallas and Christian counties

• Based on the sample margins 
of error, the median income 
for households in these 
counties in 2017 is not 
statistically different than 
median household income in 
2012 in these areas.



Mean Travel 
Time to Work

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Christian County 24.9 25.6 25.5 26.3 25.6 25.4

Dallas County 28.4 31 30.3 32.6 32.3 33.1

Greene County 18.8 19 19 19 19.2 19.3

Polk County 24.8 24.3 25 24.9 24.9 24.2

Webster County 31.2 30.7 31.2 28.7 29.4 28.9

SGF 16.9 17.3 17.3 17.2 17.5 17.7

Missouri 23.2 23.1 23.1 23.2 23.4 23.5

United States 25.4 25.5 25.7 25.9 26.1 26.4
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• Residents of Springfield 
and Greene County have 
the shortest commutes to 
work at 17.7 minutes and 
19.3 minutes, respectively  

• Workers living in Dallas 
and Webster Counties 
have the longest 
commutes with estimates 
of 33.1 minutes and 28.9 
minutes, respectively.

• The travel time estimates 
between 2012 and 2017 
are statistically different 
and have increased for 
Springfield, Dallas County, 
Missouri, and the US. 
Additionally, the decrease 
in Webster County is also 
statistically different.


