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LOCAL

The WSDOT has embedded metal coils, called loop detectors, in the pavement on the freeways around the region that measure
travel times. (MyNorthwest.com/Stephanie Klein)

How the WSDOT determines average travel
times
BY CHRIS SULLIVAN  on November 6, 2014 @ 5:29 am (Updated: 11:54 am - 11/6/14 )

RELATED

Set the traffic cameras for your route

How accurate are those average travel times you hear me read on KIRO Radio's Morning News
traffic reports?

Sue Winter wrote in wondering just that question.

So how are those times derived?
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Maan Sidhu, traffic engineer with the state's traffic management center, says the normal or
average time is based on historical data for that day and time over the past three months.

"Every day of the week, for every five minute period, we're calculating travel times and
averaging them," Sidhu said.

So when you hear me on the radio say it should take you X amount of time to go from Everett
to Seattle, it's based on what it actually took to make that drive at that time on that day for the
last three months.

It's a large enough sample size to factor out a major accident on one day.

When I tell you how much time it's really taking you to make that drive, it's based on actual
data being collected in real-time.

The state has embedded metal coils, called loop detectors, in the pavement on the freeways
around the region that measure those times.

"We can add up the speed and distance among all these loop detectors we have, let's say from
Everett to Seattle, to calculate a time," Sidhu said.

Those detectors send signals to nearby junction boxes, which upload the data to the state's
website. The detectors can tell when cars pass over them or if a car is sitting on top of them for
an extended time.

They're accurate about 95 percent of the time, according to Sidhu.

"We find that it's within ten or fifteen minutes, usually," he said. "It's fairly accurate in that
drivers can at least estimate how long it will take them to get to their destinations, so they can
make that phone call to their office and say 'hey I think I'm going to be late.'"

Normal will change over time, for better or for worse. It's a three month average. Right now,
what is normal factors in the entire month of August, which traditionally has less traffic.

Hear Chris Sullivan's traffic reports every morning on KIRO Radio 97.3 FM

Chris Sullivan, KIRO Radio Reporter
Chris loves the rush of covering breaking news and works hard to try to make sense of
it all while telling stories about real people in extraordinary circumstances.
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Five key DOT agencies now headed by acting
administrators

Sen. John Thune of South Dakota, who will chair
the Senate committee responsible for
transportation, said appointing a new
administrator of the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration is an important step toward
ensuring safety on America’s highways. (The
Trucker file photo)

The Trucker News Services

11/10/2014

WASHINGTON — Republican
Sen. John Thune of South
Dakota, who will become
chairman of the Senate
Commerce, Science and
Transportation Committee
when the new Congress
convenes next January, has
sent a letter to President
Barack Obama urging the
president to swiftly nominate
a candidate to serve as the
next administrator of the
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, which
has been without an
administrator since December
2013.

Truth be known, Obama and
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx have a lot of nominations to
discuss within the administrative leadership of the DOT.

Five of the operating administration officials who head the DOT’s 10
agencies are acting administrators and another agency will lose its
administrator Jan. 1, 2015.

Only the Federal Aviation Administration (Michael Huerta), the Maritime
Administration (Paul N. Jaenichen Sr.), the Saint Lawrence Seaway
Development Corp. (Betty Sutton) and the Office of Inspector General
(Calvin Scovel) have politically-appointed administrators.

In addition to NHTSA, where David Friedman is acting administrator,
other agencies currently being led by acting administrators include the
Federal Highway Administration (Gregory G. Nadeau), the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration (Scott Darling), the Federal Transit
Administration (Therese McMillan) and the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration (Timothy P. Butters).

Joseph C. Szabo, current administrator of the Federal Railroad
Administration since April 2009, has announced he will be stepping down
in January.

“We all want to ensure the safety of the American driving public,” Thune
said in asking Obama to speed up the process of finding a new NHTSA
administrator. “Nominating a qualified individual to serve as the
administrator at NHTSA is an important step toward meeting this goal.
While the deputy [acting] administrator and career staff have carried on
the work of the agency, the task of assessing NHTSA’s shortcomings,
communicating with Congress and the American public, and fully
implementing any necessary improvements will be hampered without an
official endorsement for this important safety position.”

The Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee has
jurisdiction over NHTSA as well as all agencies within the DOT.

Obama will appoint replacements for the acting administrators, although
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few expect that to happen before the new Congress begins meeting.
Those nominations will have to be confirmed by Thune’s committee and
ultimately the full Senate.

The Trucker staff can be reached to comment on this article at
editor@thetrucker.com.

Find more news and analysis from The Trucker, and share your thoughts,
on Facebook.
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New Census Data Reveal
Millennial & Generation X Shift
To Multi-Modal Transport

October 12th, 2014 by Cynthia Shahan 

How much have we changed as a society due to the greater diversity of transportation choices
made by Millennials? Has the automobile seen it’s heyday?

The latest Census data from the 2013 American Community Survey examines changes of
younger and older commuters — focusing on the country’s largest metropolitan areas.
Millennials and Generation Xers are apparently more multimodal than those of previous
generations. Consideration and use of mass transit, biking, walking, as well as driving are in
the mix of their choices.

Unlike Europe, where people count on mass transit in many situations and it is readily there
for them, the US has for six decades been an automobile-led society. Millennials identify with
the automobiles differently than baby boomers who are perhaps too attached to them,
however. Millennials go for diversity of modes, including public transportation and walking,
while the numbers still show very high levels of car use by baby boomers.

Economics and practicality play a large part into this trend towards reduced driving. The trend,
however, exists even among young people who are doing well financially with gainful
employment. More people choose an apartment or house while considering proximity to good
transit.

The new Census data estimate that over 85% of all workers still get to their jobs by private
automobile. According to Brookings, this is also “relatively consistent with our commuting
patterns from 1980, when nearly the same percentage of workers commuted by car.”
Although, Brookings continues by pointing out that those long-term trends mask real changes
over the past few years.

“The share of national commuters traveling by private vehicle is edging down for the first
time in decades—from 86.5 percent in 2007 to 85.8 percent in 2013. Meanwhile, other
transportation modes have grown in relative importance.”

CleanTechnica is the #1 cleantech-focused
website in the world. Subscribe today!
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Biking, Telecommuting, & Transit

With all of the successfully growing urban bike-sharing programs and improved
infrastructure, the country is experiencing the revival of bicycling as a mode of transport that
is not simply recreational. On the rise, bicycling combined with walking accounts for almost 4
percent of all commuters.

However, part of that is more due to another trend than simply a swap of transportation
modes. Due to the growth of online work and telecommuting, the largest increase comes from
those workers who do not commute anywhere for work. Working at home now matches the
numbers of who ride public transportation to their jobs.

Brookings‘ full report on commuting explains a key reason that this pair of 40-year trends is
reversing. “The share of Americans that commute by transit increased from 2000 to 2008,
while the share of those that drive alone to work fell slightly.” It is a switch that occurs due to
availability and convenience. Many people are inclined to use mass transit and not be
strapped to a large vehicle in traffic if possible. Communities that have experienced car-free
experiments report an increased sense of well-being.

Perhaps the Millennials are innately tuned into this consciousness, coupled with the practical
economics. Increases in public transportation (a 2013 report showed that Americans took
10.7 billion trips on public transportation last year) have led to the highest annual public
transit ridership number in 57 years.

 

The Built Environment

“Over time, these evolving commuting habits will help influence—and be shaped by—the built
environment of our communities,” Brookings notes. “The proliferation of pedestrian-scaled
developments, for instance, represents one way in which many metropolitan areas are
stitching together their urban fabric and responding to a new geography of innovation. As
more individuals work from home, stroll to their office, or even engage in widespread bike
sharing and car sharing, metropolitan areas will need to consider a range of plans and policies
that further address these multimodal needs.”
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Streetsblog, however, questions whether the choices of Millennials will transition back to
automobiles as they grow into families. Things change and people change and children’s
schedules present timing issues. The problem of getting to work in sprawling areas coupled
with the lack of adequate transit systems is a reason they may change.

It seems availability, comfort, and convenience is the primary issue. The US is still playing
catchup with mass transit accessibility and convenience. Perhaps if transportation became
more accessible for everyone, traffic would stay on the lower rung of choices.

However, that needs to be a target of jurisdictions and funding needs to go into more varied
infrastructure. Streetblogs reports: “Given the variety of trends emerging nationwide and the
need to make targeted investments mounting on state and local governments, metropolitan
leaders will have to closely monitor their region’s commuting demands to begin answering
these questions in years to come.”

Miami might be setting a new standard that will encourage other urban areas to follow suit.
This attractive revitalization of dormant mass transit is looking to open up options. On
September 18, 2014, All Aboard Florida announced the plans and structure of an extensive
new downtown train-station complex. Supporters of this new transit center say this is a
substantial step in Miami’s quest to arrive as one the world’s great urban centers.

Illinois, meanwhile, is advancing high-speed rail between two large cities. Funding for high-
speed rail between Chicago and St Louis was announced just last month. The $102 million
capital investment will surely help to develop more transit-oriented developments.

Related Stories:

Asheville North Carolina Promotes Multi-Modal Transit

Public Transportation & Mass Transit Are Keys To Smart Cities

Bicyclists In New York City & DC Doubled In 4 Years

A Tale Of Bike Sharing & Transit In Two Cities

Keep up to date with all the hottest cleantech news by subscribing to our (free) cleantech
newsletter, or keep an eye on sector-specific news by getting our (also free) solar energy
newsletter, electric vehicle newsletter, or wind energy newsletter.

Tags: automobiles, bicycle commuting, bicycles and mass transit, biking, Census, Census
and Commuting, Census Transportation, commuting, mass transportation, millennials,
multimodal, research, statistics, walking
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Advocates: 60 percent of transit initiatives
approved by voters

Curtis Compton
By Keith Laing - 11/06/14 10:34 AM EST

Sixty percent of transit initiatives before voters on Election Day this week were approved, the American Public Transportation Association
(APTA) is touting. 

The group said 15 out of 25 local transit initiatives, totaling more than $6 billion, were approved during Tuesday’s elections, despite widespread
gains in many areas of the country for Republicans who campaigned on reducing government spending.

APTA President Michael Melaniphy said the election results showed voters want lawmakers to boost public transportation funding at the
federal level quickly in the next Congress. 

“While American voters have become more discerning on what issues to support with their tax dollars, citizens continued to vote to
overwhelmingly support public transportation ballot initiatives because it helps to grow their communities,” Melaniphy said in a statement.  

“These votes serve as affirmation of the strong bi-partisan support that public transit initiatives enjoy throughout the country,” he continued.
 “Voters place great value in public transit and are willing to vote to tax themselves to invest in their communities.”
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Federal law dictates that 20 percent of all transportation spending approved by Congress go toward transit, but lawmakers have struggled to
find a way to close an approximately $15 billion gap in annual infrastructure funding that has developed in recent years. 

The normal funding source for transportation projects is revenue that is collected by the 18.4 cents per gallon federal gas tax. The tax has not
been increased since 1993, however, and it is struggling to keep pace with infrastructure expenses as cars become more fuel efficient. 

The last multi-year transportation bill approved by Congress, in 2012, included approximately $50 billion per year in road and transit spending,
but the gas tax is only bringing in about $34 billion per year. 

Transportation advocates have pushed Congress hard to approve a multi-year transportation bill earlier this year, but lawmakers could only
muster an approximately $11 billion temporary extension to cover the transportation shortfall until next May. 

American Public Transportation Association, Highway bill, Gas Tax, Highway Trust Fund, MAP-21 Reauthorization
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Road builders: 67 percent of transport initiatives
approved

Getty Images
By Keith Laing - 11/05/14 05:32 PM EST

The American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) is touting a 67 percent success rate of the transportation ballot initiatives
that were before voters in Tuesday’s election. 

The Washington, D.C.-based group said that 60 of 90 ballot questions that were related to transportation funding were approved in Tuesday,
despite overwhelming gains in many areas of the country for Republicans who campaigned on reducing government spending. 

The group said the measures that were approved on Tuesday would generate $21 billion in transportation revenue. 

ARTBA President Pete Ruane said Wednesday that the election results showed voters want Congress to address transportation funding at
the federal level quickly in the next Congress. 

“These election results show, once again, the public wants our government to invest in our mobility and safety and are willing to pay for it,” he
said in a statement. 
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“It doesn’t make a difference whether it is a Republican- or Democratic-leaning state,” Ruane continued. “The newly-elected Congress and the
White House must take note and do their job and permanently fix the Highway Trust Fund. Transportation funding cannot remain frozen in the
ice of political inertia and partisanship. The states rely on federal funds for, on average, 52 percent of their highway and bridge capital
investments.”

Transportation advocates have pushed Congress hard to approve a multi-year transportation bill, but lawmakers have struggled to find a way
to close an approximately $15 billion gap in annual road and transit funding that has developed in recent years. 

The normal funding source for transportation projects is revenue that is collected by the 18.4-cents-per-gallon federal gas tax. The tax has not
been increased since 1993, however, and it is struggling to keep pace with infrastructure expenses as cars become more fuel efficient. 

The last multi-year transportation bill that was approved by Congress, in 2012, included approximately $50 billion per year in road and transit
spending, but the gas tax is only bringing in about $34 billion per year. 

The Obama administration sent Congress a proposal for a four-year, $302 billion renewal of the 2012 transportation bill it said could be paid for
with revenue that would be generated from closing corporate tax loopholes. Congress largely ignored the proposal, however, choosing instead
to approve only an approximately $11 billion temporary extension to cover the transportation shortfall until next May. 
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Some transportation advocates have suggested that Congress might consider a gas tax hike to pay for a new highway bill in the upcoming
lame duck now that Republicans are set to take control of the Senate in January. 

Movement on the gas tax during the lame duck session would of course allow newly-elected Republicans to avoid taking blame for increasing
prices at the pump by blaming defeated Democrats for insisting on the hike during the final weeks of the current congressional session, the
thinking goes. 

President Obama identified transportation funding as an area he could potentially compromise with Republicans in a post-election press
conference on Wednesday. 

“We all agree on the need to create more jobs that pay well,” Obama said. “Traditionally, both parties have been for creating jobs rebuilding our
infrastructure -- our roads, bridges, ports, waterways. I think we can hone in on a way to pay for it through tax reform that closes loopholes
and makes it more attractive for companies to create jobs here in the United States.” 

Incoming Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) made no mention of transportation list in a similar potential lame duck session to-do
list he offered during a press conference of his own, however. 

“We've been talking about whether to do a [continuing resolution],” McConnell said. “We'll be talking about whether to do the tax extender
package. There are a number of things that have sort of stacked up. 

“I think I've said it before and I'll say it again, the Senate hasn't been doing anything,” he continued. “So there's a whole lot of unfinished
business sitting there, some of which it might be advantageous to get out of the way. Democrats may want to do it. We may want to do it in
order to clear off some of the necessary work that's been undone in the dysfunctional Senate.” 

Highway Trust Fund, Gas Tax, MAP-21 Reauthorization, Highway bill
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