


OZARKS TRANSPORTATION ORGANIZATION
TECHNICAL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
May 18, 2011

The Technical Planning Committee of the Ozarks Transportation Organization met at its scheduled time of 1:30 p.m. in the MSU Plaster Student Union in Room 317.

The following members were present:

	Mr. David Bishop, R-12 School District
	Ms. Jenni Jones, MoDOT

	Mr. David Brock, City of Republic (Chair)
	Mr. Joel Keller, Greene County (a)

	Mr. Randall Brown, City of Willard (a)
	Mr. Larry Martin, City of Ozark

	Mr. Don Clark, Missouri State University
	Mr. Frank Miller, MoDOT

	Mr. King Coltrin, City of Strafford
	Mr. Duffy Mooney, Greene County Highway Dept.

	Mr. Travis Cossey, City of Nixa
	Mr. Ryan Mooney, Springfield Chamber

	Ms. Carol Cruise, City Utilities
	Mr. Bill Robinett, MoDOT

	Ms. Hollie Elliott, Springfield Chamber (a)
	Mr. Ralph Rognstad, City of Springfield

	Ms. Dawne Gardner, MoDOT
	Mr. Mark Roy, Springfield-Branson Airport (a)

	Mr. Martin Gugel, City of Springfield
	Mr. Dan Smith, Greene County Highway Dept.

	Mr. Rick Hess, City of Battlefield
	Mr. Todd Wiesehan, Christian County


(a) Denotes alternate given voting privileges as a substitute when voting member not present	

The following members were not present: 
	Mr. Mokhtee Ahmad, FTA Representative
	Mr. Shawn Schroeder, Springfield-Branson Airport

	Mr. Roger Howard, BNSF
	Mr. Mike Tettamble, Trucking Representative

	Mr. Brad McMahon, FHWA
	Mr. Dan Watts, SMCOG

	Mr. Kent Morris, Greene County Planning Dept.
	Mr. Terry Whaley, Ozark Greenways

	Mr. Mark Schenkelberg, FAA Representative
	


				
Others present were:  Ms. Stacy Burks, Senator Roy Blunt’s Office; Mr. Matt Baker, Congressman Billy Long’s Office; Mr. Carl Carlson, Olsson Associates; Ms. Sharon Davis, Ms. Sara Edwards, Ms. Natasha Longpine, Mr. Michael Sparlin, and Mr. Chris Stueve, Ozarks Transportation Organization; Mr. David Hutchison, City of Springfield; Mr. Earl Newman, CJW, LLC
  
0. Administration

Introductions
Mr. David Brock called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m. and asked for introductions from those attending.   Ms. Edwards introduced Michael Sparlin, OTO intern, to everyone.

Approval of the Technical Planning Committee Meeting Agenda
Mr. Brock asked for a motion to approve the Technical Planning Committee meeting agenda as presented.  Mr. Martin made a motion to accept the Technical Planning Committee meeting agenda and was seconded by Mr. Hess.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Approval of the March 16, 2011 Meeting Minutes
Mr. Gugel made a motion to accept the Technical Planning Committee March 16, 2011 minutes as presented and was seconded by Mr. Robinett.  The motion carried unanimously.
Public Comment Period for All Agenda Items
None.

Executive Director’s Report
Ms. Edwards updated the committee on OTO staff activities since the March 2011 meeting.  She advised the committee that the Transit Route Study Committee plans to meet on Monday, May 23 to review the proposals received.    Ms. Edwards has met with the Executive Committee to discuss different office space options.  She is continuing to serve on the Community Focus Group working on the transportation portion of the report that will be ready at the end of the year.  OTO staff is continuing to work on the Long Range Transportation Plan.  Ms. Edwards stated OTO hired Mr. Curtis Owens to fill the planner position starting June 6th.  Mr. Owens was an intern for OTO in 2008.  OTO staff attended the Livable Streets training provided by City of Ozark and the Environmental Requirements for Local Public Agency Projects training at the Greene County Highway Department.  Ms. Edwards and Ms. Longpine attended the Spring APA Conference in Boston.  Staff hosted booths at the Discovery Center for Earth Day and St. John’s Energy Fair to promote OTO’s Rideshare program www.ozarkscommute.com.      

Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee Report
Ms. Longpine asked to include this report as part of the Long Range Transportation Update.

1. New Business

0. Amendment Number Four to the FY 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program
Missouri State University requested to add a project to use remaining Earmark funding in the amount of $268,048. The project will include an acceleration lane at Kansas Expressway and Broadmoor.  The project will add a left and right turn lane at the intersection.  Mr. Rognstad made a motion to approve Amendment Number Four to the FY 2011-2014 TIP.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Cruise and was approved unanimously.

0. OTO Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Update 
Ms. Longpine updated the Technical Planning Committee on the Long Range Transportation Plan.  Ms. Longpine asked the Technical Planning Committee to review the Bicycle and pedestrian recommendations to be included in the Long Range Transportation Plan Update.  The BPAC and LRTP subcommittees approved the goals, objectives and priorities.  The goals and objectives are specific as to what OTO can accomplish and includes a list of priorities.  The priorities were organized by broader policies and specific regional projects.  OTO is maintaining a database of all identified Bike/Ped projects in the region.  OTO felt identifying the projects would be a great starting point.  OTO will maintain the database periodically to ensure it is current.  The next step is that the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee will finalize a more comprehensive map.  Ms. Longpine presented the Technical Planning Committee with two spreadsheets showing the Constrained and Unconstrained Priority Project Lists.  She explained OTO is required to create a project list as part of the LRTP.  Through the prioritization process, the committee created a list based on federal funding available, which is the constrained list.  The current available funding is $605 million with $593 million accounted for in the constrained list leaving a balance of $12 million for additional projects that may arise in the future.  

Staff awarded Olsson the bid for the TransCad Model Update.  Staff will be working with Olsson on various elements of the plan to present a final draft by the end of June with Board of Director approval in August.  Staff will continue to update the Technical Planning Committee of the progress of the LRTP.            

0. FY 2012-2016 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program
Mr. Miller presented the Draft FY2012-2016 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program.  The FY2012-2016 STIP draft was presented on May 4, 2011 to the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission.  The draft can be reviewed on the MoDOT website.  The OTO projects listed in the STIP will be incorporated into the OTO FY2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program.  In summary, the FY 2012-2016 STIP draft will include improvements to current roads and bridges, reviewing safety measures and projects as well as pedestrian projects working with Regional and Emerging Needs within the OTO jurisdiction for needed improvements.    Mr. Martin made a motion to make a recommendation to the Board of Directors to approve the MoDOT FY2012-2016 STIP draft as presented and was seconded by Mr. Gugel.  The motion carried unanimously.

0. OTO Enhancement Application
Ms. Longpine advised the Technical Planning Committee of changes in the OTO Enhancement Application.  On April 28, the Enhancement Subcommittee met to review and recommend changes to the Enhancement Handbook and Application.  In reviewing, the subcommittee made several changes.  Section F was divided into subsections, which is reflected in the handbook, application and score sheet.  A landscaping drawing requirement has been added with additional points given for projects with 80 percent or more for new sidewalks.  The number of users served was removed from score sheet and Section F.  A request to show local match source has been added to the cost estimate table.  The maximum allowance for preliminary engineering and construction engineering was removed.  The score sheet was revised to show the corresponding section and reflects the recommended changes to how variable scores are applied.  Ms. Longpine stated that OTO is unsure of when the funding will become available, but anticipate next fall. The Enhancement Subcommittee reviewed all changes and requested the Technical Planning Committee to recommend approval from the Board of Directors.  Mr. Martin made a motion to recommend the OTO Enhancement Application to the Board of Directors for approval and was seconded by Mr. Gugel.  The motion carried unanimously.

0. Title VI Complaint Procedure Update
Staff updated the Title VI Complaint Procedure to reflect the most current legislation.  Ms. Longpine stated the updated Title VI states that OTO does not discriminate against anyone based on color, race, national origin, age disability, religion, sex or English proficiency.  If someone feels they have been discriminated by OTO, the Title VI Complaint Procedure Policy is in place to resolve those issues.  OTO has reviewed the current process.  Some changes were made to reflect federal guidelines under Chapter VII of the Federal Transit Administration Circular 4702.1A, dated May 13, 2007.  Ms. Longpine addressed one correction to the agenda.  The agenda states Federal Transit Administration Circular 4702.1, May 26, 1988 and should state Federal Transit Administration Circular 4702.1A, dated May 13, 2007.  Mr. Martin made a motion to approve the OTO Title VI Complaint Procedure Plan to be recommended to the Board of Directors for approval and was seconded by Mr. Brown.  The motion carried unanimously.

0. MoDOT’s Bolder Five-Year Direction 
Mr. Miller explained the proposed five-year plan MoDOT is recommending to decrease operating costs of their organization.   MoDOT Director, Kevin Keith, presented a plan to the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission reducing spending by $512 million by 2015, reducing 1,200 departmental staff jobs, closing 135 facilities and selling approximately 740 pieces of equipment.  A District Administration and Construction office would remain in Springfield.  The proposed savings are essential for vital road and bridge projects with an additional $117 million in annual savings.  The OTO jurisdiction should not be influenced by proposed changes.  MoDOT has several community meetings scheduled in the OTO jurisdiction to discuss the new cost reduction plan.    If approved by the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission on June 8, the recommendations would be implemented by December 31, 2012.  Mr. Robinett also addressed the committee explaining this doesn’t fix the problems it only allows for Federal fund matching through approximately 2017.

1. Other Business

1. Technical Planning Committee Member Announcements
Mr. Rognstad advised the committee that the City of Springfield had a ribbon-cutting and ceremonial bike ride held on Sunday, May 15 to celebrate the opening of the first section of "The Link," a new bicycle and pedestrian corridor that aims to connect greenway trails, existing bike routes and major activity centers in Springfield.  The first portion of The Link goes from Doling Park to Phelps Grove Park.  

Mr. Brock reminded everyone of “Bike to Work Week.”

Ms. Burks advised everyone that Senator Blunt would be hosting a round table discussion of the impact of rising energy and fuel cost this weekend in Springfield.  

The Ozark Community Center will be hosting the 2011 OCITE Technical Seminar on Tuesday, May 24 with various topics on Transportation.  The fee is $35 with breakfast and lunch provided.

1. Transportation Issues For Technical Planning Committee Member Review	
Mr. Brock asked for a discussion on the Federal Highway Discretionary Grant Program.  FHWA is soliciting applications for 11 grant programs totaling an estimated $430 million. These grants will support projects that work to improve safety, maintain a state of good repair, and make communities more livable.  The applications are due by Friday, May 27.  The selection for the program is across the USA and not just for Missouri.  
	
1. Adjournment

Mr. Coltrin made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by Mr. Hess.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Brock adjourned the meeting at 2:18 P.M.  The next Technical Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 20, 2011 at 1:30 PM.




